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BOOK REVIEWS. 



The Southebn States oip the Amebican Union, Oonsideeed in theib Rela- 
tions to the united states and to the resuming union. by j. l. m. 
Ourry, author of " Constitutional Government in Spain," etc. Richmond, 
Va. : B. F. Johnson Publishing Co. New York and London : G. P. Put- 
nam's Sons. 1895. 

This little work does credit to the conceded talents of its author. Its aim 
is to reconstruct ideas and opinions adverse to the South, in so far as they 
were founded on ignorance and prej udice. That the South has been a victim 
to widespread misrepresentations is too apparent. The attack has been 
made not upon a part of its history, but the whole. Such men as Washington 
and Jefferson, whose abilities the worst malevolence could not dispute, are 
treated as exceptions to the mass of the Southern people, who are said to have 
been far below the social standing of persons in similar walks of society in the 
more fortunate North. In the history of the country the influence of the 
South has been dwarfed till little is conceded to it beyond a wicked identifi- 
cation with slavery. Dr. Curry shows the injustice of these assaults, and 
makes the restoration of the South to its true place in the story of the forma- 
tion and history of our government the attempt, not too presumptuous, of his 
work. It is easy to show from the records of the early Northern colonies that 
^intelligence was not more widely diffused than in the South, that quite as 
many persons made their marks, that the distinctions in classes of society were 
quite as pronounced, and that the contributions of the Southern people to 
history were quite as great as the contributions of the North. 

John Smith in Vibginia. Atlantic Monthly, September, 1895. 

In this paper the easy style which characterizes the writings of John Fiske 
is employed with forceful effect in ventilating the career of the most striking 
character in early American history. Dr. Fiske takes a perfectly natural view 
of the celebrated captain. Smith was a conspicuous example of his times, 
which were not like ours. The thrilling adventures through which he passed 
were possible in an age in which barbarism and civilization went hand in 
hand. Dr. Fiske defends the Pocahontas incident, to which nothing but the 
lamest objections, in my opinion, have ever been urged. That too much im- 
portance has been accorded to Smith in the unthinking past, and that he over- 
drew many of the incidents in which he was concerned, may be readily ad- 
mitted ; but that Smith should have deliberately lied about events in which 
he was an actor requires for proof something more than omissions or imputed 
inconsistencies in his narratives at different times. The spirit which has de- 
nied credence to Smith is the same which has essayed to take from Columbus 
the credit as the discoverer of America and to annihilate the existence of Wil- 
liam Shakespeare. 



